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The Treatment of Nature in Kalidasa’s

Shigyan Shakuntalam and Shakespeare’s
AD

o Tempest: A Comparative Analysis
Dr. Sanghamitra Ganguly

Nature, even when 1t 1s given a central place in a play, is
cated 10 completely diverse ways by Western and classical In-
g'an poets. In the great writers of Kavya, headed by Kalidasa, we
ﬁlnd a depth of feeling for life and nature which is perfe.clly ex-
pressed in the rhythm of the verse. This Kavya literature includes
come of the great poetry of the world, but it has never attained
much popularity in the West, partly because it is untranslatabl.e
and partly because of the different sensibility oftbe Western audi-
ence. Kalidasa's kavya is notably poetry of the 1nterdcpenclenf:0
between nature and human beings and the love each shares for
the other. On the other hand, Western literature merely uses na-
ture as a backdrop of the human drama and not as an ec;ual pajrr-1
ticipant; so in Shakespeare we have the stormy t\.ll;t?u e'n:su;d
nearly naked, or the magical setting of As YC;;I Llll':con{rolledgand
drop, or the island setting of The i, k.ot ; %,-tt' hment. But
3 > ithout any emotional attac .nnu :
Shaped by Prospe:t e w'l .tween man and his environment 1s
in Kalidasa, the relationship betw

soetry is full of references to local flora
} -

almost sacrosanct. His % talam, Shakuntala regards the
and fauna. In Abhigyan Shaleuitsa @885 = s1d and they too
auna. 1n - mals as her siblings or children, ¢ ko 4 o |
plants and the a—ljflil‘;'::c;ticvli for her. e cent'res the plot E 1}\/0““;“
display the same . Aitram on the relationship between ¢ he ; » and
Play Ma\a\lika’%;:::c is no distinction between htlmagewev‘enebn Lthc
and the t;;‘;'rcovcr, the poet shows co-relationship
nature.
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Abstract : 'This paper deals with the challenge of linking
Social networking sites (SNS) with traditional tcuchin;,
method practiced at highcer education institutions. which
still primarily deal with traditional tools of teaching. Bug
with newer technological discoveries and the opening
up of the knowledge highway thanks to the internet and
the introduction of SNS like Facebook and Orkut. it s
time we teachers as a community take up the challenge
to integrate it with traditional teaching framework and
assimilate it with the learning experience. Despite some
minor disadvantages, the SNS will provide
unprecedented support to higher learning if used well.

Key Words : Social networking sites (SNS), Facebook,
Orkut, Higher Education.

Social networking sites (SNS) are a relatively new phenomeno
a feature of the emerging millennium. However. teaching 1s
profession that is nearly as old as human civilisation. Teache
and students have traditionally faced each other across the roo:
and the process of learning is pretty much a one-way street. The
have used books, blackboards and whiteboards. pens and penc!
for as long as we remember. But it we dare to think out-of-the-bo
we will discover that the new technical discoveries will come !
have a deep impact on the teaching methodology. As teachers seo
new ways to connect with students in order to facilitate learnin:
the use of new technology becomes a must. Higher educanuor
especially, will greatly benefit from SNS and the ():'erall academ*

(26)
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5 EFFECT OF PARTITION
I "HE WRITINGS OF MANTO :
ON ™" A BRIEF OVERVIEW

Dr. Sanghamitra Ganguly

The Partition of India in 1947, resulting in the birth of

-0 independent nations India and Pakistan, was a traumatic

.-well as a harrowing time for the uprooted people who were

“reed to migrate from their birthplace to an utterly uncertain

ure solely due to their religious beliefs. The horror, the
mzdness, the bestiality, the violence, arson, looting and rape
that followed in the wake of the political decision was
unprecedented. Overnight, all those years of shared tradition,
culture and history came crumbling down. People of different
communities, who till then had led a harmonious and
peaceful co-existence, now turned into enemies. Neighbours
who till then were friendly with each other now were
prepared to kill simply because they belonged to different
communities. The resultant mass deportation was probably
the biggest in history. The United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees estimates that 14 million Hindus,
Sikhs and Muslims were displaced during the division of
India, which makes it the largest mass migration in human
history. Thou sands migrated from Pakistan to India and vice

(6O)
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Environment in Vedic Literature
Sanjibita Mondal

Environmental degra_dation is a great problem of the modern
=1d. protection of environment is a burring problem all over
world. Every country of the world has showed a deep con-

the in the prolactin of the environment. But this concept was
;rr::,dy present in Vedic literature.

In Vedic Literature we find that during the Vedic period the
society was very much concerned about the protection of the en-
vironment. The ancient Vedas have several references on envi-
ronmental prolactin, ecological balance, weather cycles, rainfall
phenomena, hydrologic cycle and related subjects that directly
indicate the high level of advances of the seers and people of that

woO

ume.

In the Atharvaveda (PrithviShukta, Sloka no-12) the Vedic
seers _solemnly declares the enduring filial allegiance of hu-
manlfmd to .Mother Earth. “Mata Bamih Putroham Prthivyah?.
S VE:E:;h is my mother, I am hext son’. It can be understood
nthe histosocx;ty was the first Environmental proliction society
g in therywo ;r(;ankln.d. I'n Yeda we find the concept that every-
Veds beging w?:h t]—}:as life In it whether it is living or non-living.
¢ods [ike Frithet : \Zorﬁnp ofgoc.ls of Nature Vie the teeresthal
]g()d.s lika Indra ’Ruc% 1, rihospati and Soma, the atmospheric
.CSllal Gods like i ra, Maruts, Vayu and Parjaaya and the ce-
Clearpy, reveals th < Day_aus, Varuna, Ushero and Asvins. This
PO thesy sun-at In Vedic period the Humankind Rad clear con-
B Tha s Vecolundlngs_.
'ndfl:,ls and Adityaue: €xplains deitiesvig. Mitra, Vavuna, Iudsa,
“Clloning ofa“at are responsible for Maintaining the balance
entities of nature like hills-mountains, lakes,
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Computers : Networing Use and Misuge

Ajijur Rahaman Mallick

Computers and networking systems are now most importan;
tools to develop in any sector. The developing countries are using
computers from the beginning of the discovery of computers. A;
that time they used computers to do some official work and to
store some data which can be used in future. At that time they also
used the computers to do some mathematical calculations also. So
at the beginning the area of use of computers was limited. Then
after a few years this area of application of computers has spread
widely. The networking system has developed. The networking
system is used almost everywhere. And every one is using
computers and the networking system. The networking system is
now used through smart phone. Everything has advantages and
some disadvantages. It is true here also. In most areas it is
advantageous but also there are some disadvantages. Networking
is used for official work, in educational institute, in different types
of academic and administrative work and the social network is
widely used by the young generations. The use of social network
has some positive effect and also has some negative effect. Diftferent
surveys were done in different places and in different time.

All over the world the networking system has spread widely.
Now it is used for various purposes. Different studies were made
on their effect especially the effect on student's academic
performance and social engagement. Different Studies were made
on college students as well as students of higher secondary level

40)
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2 Document Processing Using Machine Learning

1.1 Introduction

There has been rapid development in technology which has aided in the dig-
itization of documents. The number of digital documents has increased sig-
nificantly over time [1, 2]. Information is now easily available on the Internet
and can be distributed with ease. Such voluminous numbers of documents
demand efficient processing. Digitized documents can be broadly catego-
rized into two types, namely document images and text documents. In the
case of document images, it is first essential to understand what is written.
This requires optical character recognition (OCR) [3-5]. Once the characters
are identified, approaches based on natural language processing (NLP) [6-8]
need to be used to understand what is written. In the case of text documents,
research in the fields of OCR and NLP started way back in the last century
and different systems in languages like English are now commercially avail-
able [9-11], but there have not been significant developments for Indic lan-
guages. One reason for this is the complex nature of Indic scripts [12]. This
is also coupled with the unavailability of standard (and free) datasets for
research.

1.2 Optical Character Recognition

Optical character recognition [13, 14] refers to the task of decoding what is
written in a document. It does not involve understanding the written texts,
but it does involve converting a scan or a picture of a document, identify-
ing the characters and giving the text output of the identified words and
characters. The document can be either handwritten or printed. In the case
of handwritten documents, there are different variations which need to be
considered prior to recognition. While writing, it is often observed that the
texts have disparate degrees of slants. It is very important to deal with such
slants while processing the documents. A document with characters having
multiple degrees of slant is presented in Figure 1.1.

The second important factor which needs to be tackled is the similarity
between different characters. For instance, the numeral “3” is similar to “9”

Cobu—fbglci Reicoma i A

[Pe] [Freevear [FHo—ecenios.

pPrgsico

FIGURE 1.1
A document depicting multiple degrees of slant for different characters.
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2.1 Introduction

Recognition of characters from their images is one of the most essential
tasks in the field of computer vision. Optical character recognition (OCR)
has lately become a very interesting field of research, especially for Indic
scripts, due to its potential in Asian countries like India. The task, however,
is quite difficult when images of handwritten characters are considered [1, 2].
Recently, various works on character recognition from handwritten char-
acters have become available [1-13], while some very established standard
character recognition systems from printed characters are alrcady com-
mercially available [14, 15]. Numerous techniques on several scripts [3] for
offline isolated character recognition have already appeared in the literature.
Bhowmik ct al. [3] proposed two-stage hierarchical learning architectures
based on a support vector machine (SVM), whereas Bhattacharya et al. [5]
proposed an efficient two-stage approach for Bangla handwritten character
recognition and achieved very good recognition accuracy with a multi-layer
perceptron (MI.P) classifier. Maitra et al. [6] also developed an approach for
the handwritten character recognition of multiple scripts based on a convo-
lution neural network (CNN). At the same time, Surinta et al. [7] contributed
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| NETWORKING OF UNDERGRADUATE COLLEGES
Mometworklng in Under Graduate Colleges

* Networking is a great way to connect with other in once own
field and create opportunity for him in college. College must
develop relationships and connection within its network to have
more opportunities for the advancement of the college. Networking

iﬁébllegc would be done in two ways -

o Creating professional ;claiionships with other students and
professors on own college campus.

« Building social and educational exchange and mutual
relationship with the students and professors of other colleges.
Attending meetings and social events hosted by professional
association is a great way to connect with people in the same
field.

Why Networking is importantin Colleges

" Impoytance of networking is to form relationships with those
who will help a student to get there, where you want to go and what
astudent want to do. As earlier a student start building his network
with others the beneficial result will be better. That's why it is
important to start networking in college - before the students are
even ready to enter the workforce.

In college we all have one primary goal to get our degree. But
one thing that often times go unnoticed is the importance of
networking. Creating Professional relationships with other
students on own campus and also within other campus are crucial.
There are four reasons why intra-college networking and inter-
college nesworking is essential nowadays.

* Enhancement of knowledge

Networking allows a student to become connected with a
professional in his field or with students who are going into similar
fields. It also gives way for the student to become knowledgeable
about his own field from the experiences that it may bring. Student

(33)
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Rokeya Sakhawat Hossain’s Switana’s Dream:

Scripting the Margins of an Ecofeminist Utopa

Dr. Rumpa Das

Abstract

Reading Rokeya Sakhawat Hossain's Suditarna s Drecmr p>S —ﬂkwf;

than a hundred ycars after 1ts composition. Oonc rrj.m:,dul}cx\

encounters a discomfiture arsing out of the sheer rcfusal ot ?hg
text to belong to any prcviously known catcgory. Wwriticn )su:x?.mo‘.\
to demonstrate her recent skill and prowess over the hingua franca

of the then colonizers to a doting and ¢vom sSupportive husband.
Swultana’s Drecam captures Begum Rokeva mm ihe roie of a flancur_ a
trope popularized by the French poet Baudeiaire. where a detached
observer is simultaneously a part of and apart from the reahinvis) be
is trying to represent. In fact. in the cours< of wnung this paper. 1
would also be adopting the persona of a flancur who 1s a (shnalker
aiming to put into relief the embedded mcanings sO as 1o challenge
the seeming composure of the text. Even today as groen acunziusts
such as Greta Thunberg thunder “How dare vou’ at world leaders
who apparently remain oblivious to environmental pollutuon and the
new-age holocaust staring at the world. 1t 1s signmificant that a yvoung,
Muslim woman composed what secemed to be fairy tale then but
remains as the first proto-ecofeminist Indian text in English today.
Key-words: flancur, Utopia, eco-feminism, sustainabl«
development, post-colonialism, fantasy, rainwater harvesting

An Aneclo-Saxon incantation. cited by Simone de Beauvoir in he
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Envi ronmental Ethics

Malini Sen

Abstract -

Ethics or Moral Philosophy is a normative science which evaluates
human activities following some moral laws. Environment is
composed of the biotic and abiotic world of living and non living
beings surrounding us . Environmental Ethics is a form of practical
ethics which deals with the moral activities of human beings towards
nature. In this paper I have attempted to discuss the current ecological
crisis in the world and look into the role of human activities in

shaping up the environment.

Keywords: Nature, Ecology, Environment, Human being,
Ethics

<Earth provides enough to satisfy every man’s needs, but not every
man’s greed.” - Mahatma Gandhi

Man is a social animal. No man can live without a society. Men
need each other for their survival. This society has certain moral
values associated with human activities.

Ethics or Moral Philosophy is a normative science which evaluates
human activities following some moral norms and values. <Ethics’
and ‘Moral Philosophy’ are synonymous terms. It is not a descriptive
science as it does not describe any event or occurrence. The study
evaluates everything with such norms and tries to determine the
morality. It is subjective in form as it differs from time to time.,
from one society to another. What is considered right today might

40
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Nature and its Representation in Im p ressionig, :
to Post-ITmpressionist Art

Dr. Sanghamitra Ganguly

Abstract

Nature had always becen a source of inspiration for artists and poets
throughout human history. In ancient Indian texts of Kalidasa. we
see how intimately the human and the natural world arec woven. In
Western arts too. right from the Greco-Roman times., nature has
occupied a central position in the artists” thoughts. However towards
the end of the nineteenth century, the representation of nature in art
began to undergo a change. The Impressionists cast doubt on
painting’s literary mature and on the necessity of always having to
base a painting on a story, and conscquently, its link to historical
and mythical subjects. The main subject of the Impressionist painters
was landscape. They chose the genre of landscape painting because
it referred to mature only. Landscape Painting was a genre that
appecaled to observation and observation alone. rather than to the
imagination. and they did their painting outdoors based on their visual

impressions. This marked for ever a fault-line with the previous era

in so far as nature became the fundamental focus of the artistic
vision.

Keywords: Impressionism; Post—lmpressionism; Symbolism;
Monct. - i

Throughout the history of Western art, nature and natural objects

48
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Towards a Greener Atmosphere — Through
Green Chemistry

Dr. Kabita Mandal

Abstract

The advancement of civilization and growing need of modernization
along with the indiscriminate use of available resources have done
tremendous harm on natural ecosystem. Green chemistry an
interdisciplinary field of chemistry, ecology, toxicology and chemical
engineering is about greening the atmosphere. Awareness has been
increased by chemists for choosing environment friendly chemicals,
solvents, reagents, catalyst, chemical process, synthetic methods
with a view to reduce hazardous and toxic waste generation. The
12 principles of green chemistry were introduced by Paul Anastas
and John Warner over two decades ago. Since then both in academia
and industry it has become a guideline to practice green chemistry
towards green atmosphere. Designing new catalyst for a reaction
helps to reduce the amount of reagents resulting lesser waste
generation. Toxicologists and ecologists provide information about
the toxic characteristics of chemicals for safer use and chemical
engineers design the processes for recycling.

Keywords: Green chemistry, 12 principle, green solvent,
ecology, pollution prevention.

The advancement of civilization and growing need of modernization
along with the indiscriminate use of available resources have done
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Interrelationship Among Climate, Soiland
Vegetation: A Case Study of Gangotri,
Uttarakhand

Dr. Deepa Bhattacharyya

Abstract:

Climate is a significant controlling factor for the development of
landform and land use. The Gangotri area has a great diversity of
climatic condition. The average stalc of atmosphere and interaction
with environment over a long period of time is described as climate
of the region. The climate of Himalayan region in general and of
Uttarakhand in particular depends on the summer monsoon currents
and associated cyclone system, westerly disturbances and local
orographic and conventional thunderstorms that occur in the
afternoon during pre and post monsoons. The climatology of the
upper part of the Bhagirathi basin where glaciers cxist, influences
the hydrology of the downstream arca. Climatology of upstream
areas is particularly significant for water storage, groundwater
replenishment and flood control. Besidc this soil and forest are another
important support systems of our life. Our food security and water
security is embedded within it. Their importance is even higher for
a State like Uttarakhand which has 64.79 % of its land area under
forests. Forests play a very important role in soil and water

conservation.
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